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European Commission Vice President Jyrki Katainen delivers lecture at FEB 
 
The Vice-President of the European Commission and the Commissioner for Jobs, 
Growth, Investment and Competitiveness Jyrki Katainen is campaigning to promote 
an EU investment plan worth EUR 300 billion aimed at creating new opportunities. 
Within his visit to Croatia Vice-President Katainen delivered a lecture at FEB on  “The 
Future of Europe” on 23 February 2015. The distinguished guest was welcomed by 
the Dean of FEB, Professor Lajoš Žager PhD, and the Vice Deans Assistant Profes-
sor Mislav Ante Omazić PhD, Assistant Professor Anita Pavković PhD and Professor 
Jurica Pavičić PhD. 
 
The lecture was attended by the Vice-President of the Croatian Government and the 
Minister for Regional Development and EU Funds Branko Grčić, EC representatives as well as by professors, lecturers 
and students of FEB.  
 
During his visits Vice-President Katainen puts special emphasis on meeting and talking with young people, wishing to 
hear their opinions on the future of Europe as the EU places them in the focus of the newly proposed economic measu-
res. He particularly emphasized his personal experiences with the Erasmus+ programme and invited all FEB’s students 
to take the opportunities offered by EU student mobility programmes. 
 
Croatia is the fifth of 28 EU member countries to hear Vice President Katainen’s talk on EU investment plans and his visi-
ons for the future of Europe. 

FEB Library partner in Us Embassy’s project Work With Us 
 
In 2013 the US Embassy launched the project “Work with US” in order to promote the American work culture. For that pur-
pose, the project has been expanded by the innovative idea of establishing business libraries, according to a concept that 
has been gaining popularity in the USA and the EU. The US Embassy is promoting the project throughout Croatia in colla-
boration with the FEB Library. 
 
The project aims to inspire high school and public libraries to establish business centers/libraries with substantially enric-
hed holdings and to introduce business librarians who would educate the users and promote the so called business cultu-
re. Business libraries would thus become the starting points for successful business ventures, as well as one of the impor-
tant factors of Croatian economy’s restructuring. The project attracted the interest of the local authorities and media as 
well. 
 
So far the project’s road show has included Varaždin, Čakovec, Pula, Rijeka, Nova Gradiška and Požega, and is intended 
to cover all Croatian counties by June. FEB’s Head of Library and Documentation Centre Zrinka Udiljak Bugarinovski has 
been delivering lectures on business libraries and each library has received a donation of the most important books on US 
work culture according to the Washington Post. The US Embassy also invited the librarians to contribute their ideas and 
concrete examples towards founding business centres in their libraries.  The best proposal will be financially supported 
and awarded at the Librarians’ conference in September.  

 



 

FEB partners with Projektor programme 

The first series of lectures and workshops as part of a three-year PROJEKTOR programme took place at the FEB 

between 15 and 22 February 2015. The programme is conducted by the Croatian Association of Paraplegic and Tetraple-

gic Persons in partnership with the FEB and Institute for Expertise, Professional Rehabilitation and Employment of Disab-

led Persons. 

Participants acquired the basic knowledge on project management, quality manage-

ment, marketing, communication and negotiation skills, finance, CV writing, project 

proposal design and on how to receive incentives and grants regulated by the Act on 

Professional Rehabilitation and Employment of Disabled Persons of the Republic of 

Croatia. Over next three years the programme will include lectures and workshops to 

promote successful implementation of the participants’ entrepreneurial ideas. The 

PROJEKTOR programme also offers professional assistance with the implementati-

on of these ideas. 

The programme is financially supported by the Croatian Ministry for Social Welfare and Youth.  

HORIZON 2020 Information Day 

On 19 February 2015 the new EU programme for research and innovation between 2014 and 2020  Horizon 2020 was 

presented at FEB. The presentations on the general information, legal and financial issues, the Marie Curie Sklodowska 

actions were delivered by the national liasion officers for the specific areas within the Horizon 2020: Marina Pražetina, 

Manda Japunčić i Sandra Vidović from the Agency for Mobility and EU Programmes. The Presentation on the programme 

from Priority no. 3 Social Challenges: Europe in a changing world – inclusive, innovative, and mindful societies was given 

by Maja Vehovec PhD the Croatian member of the Programme Committee in the European Commission. Associate Pro-

fessor Ružica Brečić PhD, spoke on the experiences of participants in the FOCUS – BALKANS project ( the only FP7 

programme project in which the FEB participated as a partner institution).  

HORIZON 2020 with a budget of EUR 80 billion incorporates activities from the previous programmes: Seventh 

Framework Program (FP7),  Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP) and European Institute for 

Innovation and Technology (EIT).  

HORIZON 2020 aims to achieve the key strategic tar-

gets of EU documents covering research, technology 

development and innovation, Innovation Union, and 

the European Research Area. 

Conference on Languages for Special Purposes 

The Association of Instructors of Languages for Special Purposes at Higher Education Institutions held a Conference enti-

tled From Theory to Practice in LSP at the FEB, 20-21 February 2015.  

The conference, which was attended by almost 80 participants from Croatia and Macedonia, featured five plenary sessi-

ons. Professor Milica Gačić PhD of the Faculty of Teacher Education of the University of Zagreb reviewed the develop-

ment of LSP, while Professor Višnja Pavičić Takač, PhD of the Faculty of Philosophy of the University of Osijek gave a 

lecture on the student of professional language in the kaleidoscope of individual differences. The HR Director with 

Ernst&Young d.o.o. and a FEB alumna Anica Vrlec Bartolić,  spoke on the use of the English language in the business 

environment. Senior Lecturer Darija Omrčen PhD from the Faculty of Kinesiology of the University of Zagreb held an in-

spiring lecture on using statistics in language methodology research, and Nada Gjukić mag. Senior Lecturer at FEB’s De-

partment of Business Languages discussed the competition in presentation skills as a motivational factor for first year 

students.   

Moreover, in three paralel sessions language instructors from different universities and colleges presented their research 

results or teaching practices in 21 papers. The Association of Instructors of Languages for Special Purposes at Higher 

Education Institutions held the annual assembly on the first day of conference. 

 



Little Wish – Big Happiness 

Six graduate students of FEB proved that studying at the university does not stand for mere 

acquisition of facts, knowledge and skills, but that a proactive approach and cooperation 

between professors and students boosts creativity, innovativeness and the awareness of 

social responsibility.  

The students in the Management of Change course, Iva Bobinac, Matea Gazivoda, Kreši-

mir Kožulj, Marina Tomić, Margareta Vidiš and Silvia Vidović, which is coordinated by Pro-

fessor Mislav Ante Omazić PhD designed a project entitled Little wish – big happiness. The 

aim was to raise the awareness of the issues unknown to the broader public by enhancing 

social sensitivity towards the persons suffering from rare deseases. That is why the stu-

dents contacted the the Croatian National Alliance for Rare Diseases to launch the project.  

„The first step was to open a Facebook page. In the following two months we collected over 

4,000 likes and about 30 wishes. To the present day we have managed to make 17 of the-

se wishes come true with the help of good people. I must stress that, although our Facebo-

ok posts emphasise the diagnoses, we make sure that each post is personalised so that the 

reader feels they are dealing with a real person. Secondly, we organised lectures on rare 

diseases at the FEB and the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Zagreb. And the third 

part of this project will be the publication of an educational brochure An ordinary day in my 

unordinary life. The brochure will present symptoms of certain rare diseases and stories 

about the everyday life of those affected. Moreover, the general public will be instructed on how to approach and treat 

persons suffering from rare diseases and invited to get involved in various activities of the Alliance and this project,” 

Krešimir Kožulj said. 

Toys, video games, meeting their heroes, party games and cooking with stars were only a few of the wishes whose ful-

fillment brought smiles to these children’ faces. „Little wish - big happiness“ is part of a student initiative which was reco-

gnized by the general public as a worthy project leading to its successful realization. 

Srića nominated as Rector's Special Advisor for Strategic Projects 

Our Professor Velimir Srića PhD has been nominated as special advisor for strategic 

projects by the Rector of the University of Zagreb, Professor Damir Boras PhD. Pro-

fessor Srića will be engaged with initiating and developing international and national 

strategic projects designed to stimulate entrepreneurship, faster application of new 

technologies and innovations in science and teaching at the University. 
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Ledo Marketing Team inspires FEB Marketing Students  

Professor Đurđana Ozretić Došen PhD and Associate Professor Vatroslav Škare PhD took their students in Product Ma-

nagement course to Ledo d.d., the Croatian producer of industrial ice cream and distributor of frozen foods. The stu-

dents attended presentations on Ledo’s marketing activities by the Marketing and Development Director Dario Vrabec, 

Brand Manager Katarina Kolombani Milković, Brand Manager Antonija Tomić (all of them FEB’s alumni) and Alen Jenjić, 

Head of Market Research and Customer Relations. 

The students received first hand information on brand management and products in 

Ledo’s three main production categories (ice creams, frozen vegetables, frozen 

fish). The presentations covered the entire marketing process – market research 

and testing, product development, pricing, specific distribution and sales, and mar-

keting communication. The presenters stressed the importance of knowledge 

acquired during formal education at FEB and permanent in-service training as an 

answer to the challenges of new market trends and changes in consumer behaviour. 

The students found this visit to Ledo instructive, intriguing and motivating for further 

studies and specialization in the field of marketing.  

 

Financial Club organises lecture on Life Insurance 

On 23 February 2015 the student association Financial Club organised an interesting lecture on the news of life insu-

rance market in the Republic of Croatia held by the President of Erste bank’s Vienna Insurance Group. The speaker 

emphasises life insurance whose brutto premium increased by 3.9 percent in spite of the recession. Also discussed was 

the EU Solvency II directive which prescribes in detail the nature of the currency and risk structure of the insurer’s inve-

stments. 

Insurance and re-insurance companies ranked third in the finance industry in 2013. Life insurance sales have been in-

creasing, especially the single premium insurance. By per capita brutto premium Croatia shares ranks with Greece and 

Hungary, while Lichtenstein is positioned first. The pattern is the same regarding the premium as part of GDP.    

The Croatian life insurance market is likely to follow the European standards, which means that the technical interest 

rate will further decrease while the insurers will have to invest new efforts to attract new customers.   

New Generation of Students at FBA Programme „Enterpreneurship In Knowledge Economy 3 – Agriculture” 

The Faculty of Economics and Business held a formal opening session of the Fundamentals of Business Administration 

(FBA) programme entitled “Entrepreneurship in knowledge economy – Specialist education for farmers” on February 

20th 2015. Eighteen attendees from the Zagreb County were greeted by the programme manager, Professor Marko Ko-

laković PhD, by Professor Boris Sisek PhD, and the Manager of the Zagreb County Department for Rural Development 

Gordana Matašin, mr. sc.  

The programme has been running as part of a life long learning strategy for a number of years and has currently enrol-

led the third generation who study with the support of the Zagreb County.  Designed to provide business and entrepre-

neurship knowledge to farmers who have no formal education in the field, the programme aims to increase the competiti-

veness of local farmers.   

Upon completion of the 12-week programme, the students are required to create and submit the business plan for deve-

loping and improving their agricultural business which will include all organizational and financial implementation as-

pects. These efforts will be awarded by a Certificate in FBA, “Entrepreneurship in knowledge economy – Specialist edu-

cation for farmers”.  

 


